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Constitution DBQ
Your task is to decide if you agree or disagree with the prompt statement after you 
read all documents. 

Prompt: The Constitution was an undemocratic document designed to protect a 
minority of wealthy men from the potential tyranny of the masses.

● If you decide to agree (the Constitution is undemocratic and written to protect the 
rich), you will defend the statement. 

● If you decide to disagree (the Constitution is democratic and written for the 
people), you will refute the statement.

Read all 8 documents and organize them based on whether the information in them 
defends or refutes the statement. This information will be used as your evidence. 
You will also need to write a counter-argument for one of your body paragraphs, so 
be prepared to explain why the other side is wrong in your opinion.



Document Chart
Document # 
and Citation

Evidence
Quote from the text

Commentary
How does the evidence defend 
or refute the prompt statement?

#1
U.S. 
Constitution,
Article I, 
Section 2

Refute: “The House of 
Representatives shall be 
composed of Members chosen 
every second year by the People 
of the Several States.” 

The Constitution allows 
citizens the right to vote for 
the representatives they want 
to make laws for them, giving 
the people the power to have 
their voice heard.

#1
U.S. 
Constitution,
Article I, 
Section 3

Defend: “The Senate of the 
United States shall be composed 
by two senators from each state, 
chosen by the Legislature 
thereof, for six years…”

Create a commentary sentence 
explaining how this evidence 
defends the idea that the 
Constitution was written to 
protect the power of the elites.



Outline
Intro: Introduce the topic DO NOT PUT EVIDENCE IN THIS PARAGRAPH!
Explain the current understanding of the Constitution as a model for democratic 
government. Explain that some scholars question this idea and claim the 
Constitution was really written to protect the wealthy elite.
Claim: The Constitution was created to protect a wealthy minority from the tyranny 
of the masses OR The Constitution was written to protect the power of the people.

Topic Sentence: The Constitution gives power to the people/the elites by _____.

Evidence: 
For example, Article I Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution states, “The House of 
Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second year by the 
Several States.”
Commentary:
The Constitution allows citizens the right to vote for the representatives they want 
to make laws for them, giving the people the power to have their voice heard.

Transition source/citation Evidence



Outline - Evidence & Commentary
Topic Sentence: The Constitution gives power to the people/the elites by _____.

Evidence: 
For example, Article I Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution states, “The House of 
Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second year by the 
Several States.”

Commentary: This shows that… (this is a “training wheel.” You can use it in 
your outline, but get rid of it for the final - your essay will sound better!)
Analyze, don’t summarize! Explain how the evidence shows the people or the 
elites are in control.

This shows that The Constitution allows citizens the right to vote for the 
representatives they want to make laws for them, giving the people the power to 
have their voice heard.

Transition source/citation Evidence

Choose one



Counter-Argument
Topic Sentence: Revisionist/Traditional historians believe the Constitution was 
written to protect the elites/the people.

Evidence: 
For example, revisionists/traditionalists believe that when source/citation states, 
“evidence,” it means that _______________.

Commentary: 

Create a commentary sentence that illustrates why the idea presented in your 
counter-argument evidence is not correct.

Choose one (should be the opposite of the side 
you chose to support in the rest of your essay.)



Outline & Rough Draft Day
1. Finish Outline

2. Rough Draft

a. Use your outline to help you structure your essay.

b. Should be double spaced (not required, but recommended)

3. Proof Read & Edit

a. Read your draft and make any changes needed.

4. Peer Review

a. Have a partner read your draft and make suggestions.



Peer Review Day
1. Finish Rough Draft

a. Use your outline to help you structure your essay.
2. Proof Read & Edit

a. Read your draft and make any changes needed.
3. Peer Review

a. You must have at least 1 classmate read your rough 
draft and make suggestions.

b. They must leave feedback (in pen) on your rough draft.



Rough & Final Drafts
1. Finish Outline
2. Rough Draft

a. Use your outline to help you structure your essay.
3. Proofread & Edit

a. Read your draft and make any changes needed.
4. Peer Review

a. Have a partner read your draft and make suggestions.
5. Final Draft

a. On a separate piece of paper (DOUBLE SPACED)



Final Draft Day
1. Final Draft

a. Double space! Don’t add extra space for new paragraphs, 
just indent!

2. Make sure everything in your DBQ packet is complete.

3. Staple your packet in the following order:

a. Final Draft

b. Rough Draft

c. DBQ Packet

4. Make sure your name is on EVERYTHING!

5. When finished, proofread your work.



Rubric
● Packet (total 25 pts)

○ Documents

■ Fully annotated + questions answered = 2pts each 
document

○ Document Chart (out of 4pts)

■ 100% = 4, 75% = 3, 50% = 2, 25% = 1, Not done = 0

○ Outline (out of 5 pts)

■ 100% = 5, 80% = 4, 60% = 3, 40% = 2, 20% = 1, 0%= 0



Rubric
● Essay (out of 20 pts)

Rough Draft - 10pts
100% = 10
90% = 9
80% = 8
70% = 7
50% = 5
etc

Final Draft - 10pts
100% = 10
90% = 9
80% = 8
70% = 7
50% = 5
etc


